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ham was the result of the fusing of fore they were identified by means of the 

Amorites and Hebrews into one people, theory that Abram's name was changed 

When this union was effected it was only to Abraham, which corresponded to the 

natural that the effort should be made fact that the Amorites had been super- 

to identify ancestors. The Amorites seded by the Israelites. Thus the united 

claimed descent from Abram, and the traditions of the forefathers expressed 

Hebrew immigrants from Abraham, the union of Amorites and Hebrews into 

The two names sounded alike, and there- one people, Israel. 



VISCOUNT KANEKO ON CHRISTIANITY 
AND INTERNATIONALISM 

Editorial Note. — During the recent visit of Dr. Gulick and myself to Japan as 
representatives of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America we had 
conferences with a number of the most distinguished Japanese statesmen concerning 
the relations of America and Japan. The particular interest at that time centered around 
the anti-Japanese legislation in the United States. In the course of one of these con- 
ferences Viscount Kaneko expressed himself so fully and effectively that I asked him to 
write the matter out for me, and the following letter recently received is in accordance 
with this request. 

The position of Viscount Kaneko among the statesmen of Japan is so pre-eminent 
and influential that his statements relative to the relations of Christianity and inter- 
national affairs are entitled to great weight. Particular attention should be called to his 
last paragraph. 

The list of Viscount Kaneko 's official honors and positions may prove of interest: 
First class Rising Sun; Privy Councillor; hon. LLD. {Harvard); President of Amer- 
ica's Friends Society; born at Fukuoka 1853; graduated Harvard University, U.S.A., 
class 1878; Private Secretary to Count Ito when he was Premier, 1885-86, and when 
he was President of the Privy Council 1888-90; Chief Secretary of the House of Peers 
i8qo; Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Commerce 1894-96; and finally Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce April to June, 1898, and Minister of Justice October, 1900, 
to May, 1 90 1. On the outbreak of the late Russo-Japanese war he was sent to the 
United States to represent Japan unofficially, and returned home soon after the conclu- 
sion of peace. He was chairman of the Japan Grand Exhibition to be held in 1912, 
but with its postponement to 1917 by the Katsura Cabinet, he resigned the post. — 
Shailer Mathews. 

"It gives me much pleasure to comply at once that after carefully considering the 

with your request to state what I think matter, the point in question seems to be, 

about the so-called 'Japanese question in at heart, a moral issue rather than an 

America,' and in so doing I must confess economic problem. In order to treat the 
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question properly, therefore, it should have 
been approached from the moral side. But 
I need scarcely say how unfortunate it was 
that hitherto the problem has been viewed 
in the other light, and the start for its solu- 
tion was thus made at the wrong end. 

"Of course, I fully acknowledge the 
shortcomings of the Japanese on the Pacific 
coast, and admit the necessity that they 
should wake to the keen sense 'of respon- 
sibility to live in the manner congenial 
to the community in which they reside. 
But at the same time, I feel that so long as 
the racial prejudice is dominating the ques- 
tion, the change of heart of the people is 
necessary. Until that was accomplished, 
no matter what treaty or diplomatic agree- 
ment might be reached between the two 
Governments concerning the question, it 
could not be regarded as a final solution of 
the problem. But to convert the heart of 
other people is no work of politicians or 
journalists. It distinctly belongs to the 
field of preachers and moralists. 

"It is therefore a matter of hearty con- 
gratulation that you have undertaken to 
visit this country with the mission to deliver 
us greetings, and express a good will on 
behalf of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, and at the 
same time to study the problem in the 
spirit of the Christian religion which you so 
worthily represent. In view of the moral 
implications of the problem, as aforesaid, 
and also for the reason that the Christian 
conception of life is far above the plane of 
racial antipathy and national differences, 



I consider your present undertaking as the 
dawn of final solution of the problem. 

"That Japan is greatly indebted to the 
Americans for the good offices which your 
people rendered us at various occasions 
scarcely admits a comment. But it is to 
be remembered that this country is also 
under heavy obligations toward the Ameri- 
can Church for the unselfish and impartial 
labor of your pioneer missionaries. Apart 
from their spiritual work, which is itself 
a lasting contribution, the part that such 
missionaries as Drs. Hepburn, Williams, 
Verbeck, Brown, and others have taken in 
the work of reconstructing the Empire is 
something which this nation shall never 
forget, so long as it lasts. In view of the 
fact that there is no mightier force than the 
Church to break down the racial prejudice, 
which has been a stumbling block for good 
international friendship, I feel the present 
vexing problem affords the American Church 
a unique opportunity to render another 
lasting service, not only to the two countries 
concerned, but to humanity at large. 
America is already the foremost among the 
nations of the world to recognize the dignity 
of mankind, and has heralded to the world 
the Gospel, that we are the children of the 
same Father. I understand that there are in 
America millions of those who, firmly believ- 
ing in this great doctrine, are supporting you 
to perform the present difficult task. I have 
therefore a good reason to regard your under- 
taking as the right movement, and entertain 
the thought with eagerness and hope that 
your efforts will be crowned with success." 



